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CALL TO BIENNIAL CONFERENCE 


N SENDING out this call to the Conference 

to be held in Columbus, Ohio, on November 
80 and December 1, 1935, we remind our members 
that our constitution arranges for a National 
Conference every other year. 

The principle for which we strive—equal rights 


for men and women—seem, at the present time, 


to be under greater attack and opposition than 
at any time in the history of this movement. This 
makes the effort we ask of each and all of us 
greater than ever before. Our present goal, the 
passage of the Equal Rights Amendment, and 
methods for our struggle to attain it must be 
thoroughly discussed and, in its far reaching im- 
portance, better understood. 

Every endorsement of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment adds strength to our cause. 

As more than three national organizations have 
now endorsed the Amendment, and four national 
organizations have it on their study program, and 
thirteen international organizations have endorsed 
the same principle in the Equal Rights Treaty; 
we must confer as to how we can best advance our 
cause with this strengthening of allies. 

The difficulties and hard work are well known 
to many of you and just how much that work has 
accomplished must have continued discussion and 
better understanding. For this reason, our Con- 
ference should be invaluable. We urge all our 
state chairmen and members to be present. 


Discriminations against women are now rife 
throughout the world, and even more are threaten- 
ing in our own country. So far, the National 
Woman’s Party has been the leader in the effort to 
remove them, not only in our own country, but in 
assisting international organizations in working 
for the same cause. Difficult as the work may 
seem, we must always bear in mind the inspiration 
given us in the words of that great leader for the 
advancement of women, Susan B. Anthony: 
“Failure is impossible.” 


FLORENCE BAYARD HILLES, National Chairman. 


ANNOUNCEMENT BY CONFERENCE CHAIRMAN 

The Conference will be held in Columbus, Ohio, 
during the Thanksgiving week-end, November 30 
and December 1. 


The Conference program, as tentatively out- 
lined, will consist of a luncheon at Hotel Head- 
quarters Saturday noon, November 30, and a mass 
meeting at night. Sunday morning there will be 
a Conference from 10:30 to 12:30, followed 
by a luncheon. The Conference will probably 
end by 3 o’clock Sunday afternoon. 

Since this is a Conference, and not a Convention, 
there will be no regularly appointed delegates, but 
every member of the Woman’s Party may attend. 
Please register on arrival at Hotel Headquarters 
and receive a membership badge. 

For further information, address Mrs. Helen 
Robbins Bittermann, 1259 W. Sixth Avenue, Co- 
lumbus, Ohio. 

CLARA SNELL WOLFE, Conference Chairman. 


GIFTS 

Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, National Chair- 
man, announces two splendid gifts to the Woman's 
Party. One is from Mrs. Emile Berliner, former 
District of Columbia Chairman and always one of 
the most active of the District members. The other 
is from Mrs. John Jay White, Connecticut State 
Chairman and member of the National Council. 

Mrs. Berliner’s gift consists of the salary of a 
stenographer for the National Headquarters for 
one year beginning the middle of September. Mrs. 
White’s gift consists of the salary of a secretary 
to receive guests and attend to the manifold secre- 
tarial needs at the Headquarters. 

The gratitude of the National Chairman and all 
members of the National Board is extended to 
Mrs. Berliner and Mrs. White for taking upon 
themselves this share of responsibility for the 


campaign. 


HALL OF FAME ELECTION | 

a B. Anthony Committee of the Wom- 
an’s Party, with Mrs. Ethel Adamson as chair- 
man, has been engaged in bringing to the atten- 
tion of the Hall of Fame electors the claims of 
Miss Anthony. Literature has been sent to every 
elector. Members of the Woman’s Party through- 
out the country have gotten in touch with the elec- 
ters from their particular section. 

One of the last appeals was a letter from the 
District of Columbia member of the Committee, 
Mrs. Emile Berliner, to the electors. Mrs. ** 
liner’s letter reads: 
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EQUAL RIGHTS October 1, 1935 


As one of the thousands of women who have directly 
benefited from the work of Susan B. Anthony, I am 
writing to ask if you will support the election of Miss 
Anthony to the Hall of Fame this year, the first time 
that she has been eligible. 


Those who had no part in the early days of the 
struggle for the right of women to vote cannot imagine 
the heroism that went into every day of Miss Anthony’s 
life. Those of us who worked for suffrage in the last 
days of the three-quarter-century campaign feel that 
there is a debt of gratitude due Miss Anthony from the 
men and women of this country. Now, when Demo- 
cratic ideals are fighting for their very survival, it seems 
important that the Hall of Fame signify its apprecia- 
tion of this great emancipator, who stood for a funda- 
mental principle and whose fight was single-handed to 
an unusual degree. 


I therefore ask that you vote to place Susan B. 
Anthony among the illustrious of the Nation in the 
Hall of Fame and I should be grateful if you would let 


me hear if this suggestion is in line with your own con- 


victions. I am not in the habit of making su tions 
like this but it seems to me that this is an occasion which 


I cannot let pass by 
Sincerely, 
BERLINER. 


The voting for the Hall of Fame takes place 
from October Ist to 15th. 


NOTES ON THE OPEN DOOR 


By REBEKAH GREATHOUSE 
Secretary of the Woman’s Party 
The Open Door International is one more ex- 
ample of the awakening of women to the need for 
cooperative effort to achieve equal status. 


The Open Door was formed at the time when the 
National Woman’s Party was refused membership 
in the International Alliance for Suffrage and 
Equal Citizenship because of the Party’s advanced 
stand on industrial legislation. The Woman’s 
Party then stood almost alone in its insistence that 
labor legislation applying to women and not to 
men was harmful. Now the Open Door Inter- 
national organized with this thesis as its cardinal 
principle has branches in all the Scandinavian 
countries, in England, in France, Czechoslovakia, 
Belgium, Latvia and Australia. Many other in- 


ternational organizations of women now support 


equality in industrial legislation and it will un- 
doubtedly become a part of international law. 


The Open Door International directs its efforts 
to combatting discriminative legislation in in- 
dividual countries and protesting the adoption of 
international conventions which provide for regu- 
lations based on the sex of the worker. Its posi- 
tion is shown by the following resolution adopted 
by the recent Open Door Congress at Copenhagen : 


This resolution shows that the Open Door mem- 
bers take the same stand as the Woman’s Party on 
industrial equality. It is to be hoped that it will 
not be long before the Open Door will also stand 
with the Woman’s Party in support of the Equal 
Rights Treaty. 
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MARRIED PERSONS’ BILL 


By ABBIE OWEN 

Press Chairman for Government Workers’ Council 

of the Woman's Party — 

With the Celler Bill (H. R. 5051) to repeal Sec- 
tion 213 now on the calendar of the House of 
Representatives the Government Workers’ Coun- 
cil is mapping out an active campaign to secure its 
passage early in the next session of Congress. This 
is the bill to repeal the clause of the Economy Act 
under which married women have been dismissed 
from Government service. The cooperation of 
readers in pledging individual members of both the 
House and Senate to support this bill is especially 
important. 


Recently, through the kindness and generosity 
of a prominent lawyer of Washington, steps were 
taken to contest in the courts the dismissal under 
Section 213 of an employee in one of the new 
Government units. As soon as the legal steps 
were begun, the agency in question notified the 
employee that she, as well as others who were 
scheduled to be dismissed under Section 213, were 
to be retained. The test suit which was contem- 
plated is not, therefore, possible at this moment. 


THE MOMENTUM INCREASES 


By JANE NoRMAN SMITH 


Women have reason to feel bewildered at the 
now-you-see-it-now-you-don’t sleight of hand per- 
formances of the Federal Administration regard- 
ing equality of opportunity for women in the field 
of paid work. 


First, it created the N. R. A. which gave certain 
approval to equality for men and women even 
though many of its wage scales discriminated 
against women. It is now fostering some plans 
for work relief for unemployed women. Yet, dur- 
ing the Interstate Conference on Labor Compacts, 
at Spring Lake, New Jersey, the strength of 
the National Administration was openly exerted 
toward securing the adoption of a resolution for 
mandatory minimum wage legislation for women 
but not for men in the contracting States. 


As adopted by the Conference the resolution 
provides that representatives of all States at the 
Conference be invited to sign the compact if they 
have not already done so; that the Governor of 
each State represented be asked to recommend 
its ratification by his Legislature; that a sample 
bill be sent to the Governors as a model, and that 
members of Congress of the States involved be 
petitioned to advocate legislation giving Congres- 
sional consent to the compact. 

The States represented at the Conference were: 
New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Rhode Island, 
New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Dela- 
ware, Pennsylvania, Ohio, North Carolina, Wis- 
consin, Illinois, Missouri, Colorado, Florida. The 
women to be affected by the action taken at the 
Conference were not represented. From coast to 


coast, organizations of wage-earning women have 
gone on record against special labor legislation 
applying only to women, but they were not asked 
to send representatives and none was appointed. 
Delegates to the Conference included State labor 
commissioners, members of compact commissions, 
legislative committees and representatives of the 
U. S. Labor Department. 


New York offers a fair example of the average 
personnel of a “compact commission.” At the 
last session of the Legislature there was created 
a temporary state commission to study the advan- 
tages likely to accrue from participation by New 
York in interstate compacts fixing uniform laws 
affecting the conditions of employment and the ad- 
visability of such compacts as a matter of policy. 
The Commission will consist of the Industrial Com- 
missioner of the State; two Senators, appointed 
by the President pro tem of the Senate; two As- 
semblymen, appointed by the Speaker of the As- 
sembly ; six members, to be appointed by the Gov- 
ernor, two of whom are to represent the interest 
of organized employees, two to represent organized 
employers, two to represent the interests of the 
people of the State. 


The present State Administration, which con- 
trols the Senate, favors special labor laws for 
women, so it is safe to assume that the two Senate 
appointees will not be for equality for women; one 
of the two public representatives is a social welfare 
worker and leader in the movement for special 
“protection for women and children”; the em- 
ployees’ representative are the President of the 
New York State Union Labor Conference and the 
Vice-President of the New York State Federation 
of Labor, leaders in the campaign to restrict the 
work of women; the two employers’ representa- 
tives will represent employers and not women 
workers. 


Returning to the Conference, at the last session, 
Governor Harold G. Hoffman of New Jersey cau- 
tioned it to go slow in negotiating its proposed 
minimum wage (for women) and other agree- 
ments, lest the States be led to act too hastily with- 
out fully considering the results. The Governor’s 
warning followed the receipt of numerous protests 
against the compacts. The protest sent by the 
National Woman’s Party demanded that any labor 
compacts adopted should apply equally to men and 
women. 


All compacts must be sanctioned by Congress 
and ratified by the States participating therein. 
Constituents should write their Senators and Rep- 
resentatives in opposition to interstate minimum 
wage compacts, unless so worded that they cannot 
be made to apply to women alone. They should 
also urge the immediate passage by Congress of 
the Equal Rights Amendment which would pre- 
vent the enactment of labor legislation containing 
distinctions based on sex, such as is threatened 
by the present labor compact bills. 
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A NEW LEAFLET 


A new and very useful leaflet, “The Con- 
stitutional Rights of Women,” written by Rebekah 
Greathouse, has been issued by the — 
Committee. It deals with specific cases in which 
women, because of their sex, were denied the 
rights of a citizen under the Constitution. We 
recommend it for wide distribution, especially 
among groups making a study of the Equal 
Rights Amendment. Orders should be sent to 
the National Woman’s Party, Washington, D. C. 
Price, two for 1 cent; fifty for 25 cents. 


IN MEMORIAM 


When Gilson Gardner died this summer, the 
world lost a passionate champion in the fight 
against injustice and discrimination in every 
form. Every woman who votes in the United 
States owes appreciation to Gilson Gardner for 
his part in the fight for their right of suffrage. 
Up to the time of the ratification of the Nine- 
teenth Amendment to the Constitution securing 
the franchise to women, he wrote and spoke in 
favor of freedom for women. During the troub- 
lous days when American women were being im- 
prisoned in Washington for their demands for 
the passage of this amendment, Mr. Gardner made 
his protests against this treatment through every 
channel open to him, the newspapers, magazines, 
the platform and even to the White House itself. 
The National Woman’s Party can never forget 
the valiant and ere service of Gilson 
Gardner. 


A TRIBUTE OF GRATITUDE 


All feminists of today cherish with affection 
and a deep sense of gratitude the name of Char- 
lotte Perkins Gilman. 


Recognition and appreciation of her unselfish 
leadership is her heritage. 

Her book, “Woman and Economics,” published 
in 1898, focussed the attention of the reading pub- 
lic on the false position of women as dependents 
of men and emphasized the necessity of absolute 
equality of the sexes. 


Economic independence for women was Mrs. 
Gilman’s particular clarion call; an indispensable 
accompaniment to civil and political independence. 

We have particular cause for gratitude today 
for all pioneers who laid the foundation for full 


economic, social, civil and political liberty for 
women. 


The Equal Rights Amendment and the Equal 


Rights Treaty now nationally and internationally 
on the world’s legislative programs, owe much of 
their present status to the groundwork of prede- 
cessors in the feminist movement. 


The one effective way to show that gratitude is 


EQUAL RIGHTS 


— 


= 


to continue the campaign for full equality of the 
sexes until it is won. 

That victory will leave women free to labor in 
a larger field for human well-being. 


_ TWO MILLION DOLLAR FUND 
LAURA M. Berrien, Treasurer 
Receipts collected by National — 
7, 1912, to October 31, 1934, and already acknow 
in EQUAL RIGHTS, amount to "$1,959,966 


exclusive of subscriptions to EQuaL 
rom October 81, 1934, to December 31, 1934: 
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Mrs. Pope Yeatman, Pa. 
Per Ohio Branch, Columbus Chapter (share of 
dues paid to National 


5 


Baa 


„„ 


. Marshal! 
Miss Josephine Painter 


Miss Mildred M. Douglas, Tens 
ZZ 
Mrs. Cecil Roeder, Md. 
Miss Alice M. Keeney, Ill. ..................... 
n 
ma 
Miss Mary 
Sale of Equal Rights ..................... di tea 
Sale T 1.28 
Refund a/e Telepbo ne 
Rent ms at Headquarters 509.46 
Receipts during November and December, 1934 1.818 
Receipts to October $1, 1986 
Total Receipts to December 31, 1934 ............ $1,961,284.59 
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Anonymous Collected by Mrs. Hecker at Ban- 
Mrs. Funice Dana Brannon, N. ..........>.... 
being retained by Ohio Branch), for the fol- 
lowing members: 
. Per Ohio Branch, ‘Chapter (share of dues * 
er 
Be retained by Ohio Branch), for the following 
25 
25 
& Per South Carolina Branch (share of dues paid to 
National Headquarters, balance being re- 
i tained by South Carolina Branch) for the 
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